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SYNOPSIS 

 

For the first time in history, a team of distinguished Michelangelo experts retraces the 
steps that led to the creation of the Mausoleum of Julius II, finally bringing to light 
Michelangelo's original design and reconstructing it virtually with the support of the most 
innovative virtual reality techniques.  
 
We all know Michelangelo's Moses, one of the most influential masterpieces of all time, but 
few know that this sculpture is only a fragment of a much more ambitious and 
revolutionary project shrouded in a thousand controversies.  
"Michelangelo Saint or Sinner" is a documentary that follows the troubled history of the 
creation of the Mausoleum of Pope Julius II, a work that took 40 years to see the light, due 
to several vicissitudes and political shifts inside the Vatican, and which jeopardized 
Michelangelo's legacy and reputation. 
 
The story takes the form of an investigation that, for the first time, offers a new perspective 
on the life of the great Master. Analyzing the documents of the time, the contributors try to 
find out the truth about the controversy surrounding the Mausoleum and Michelangelo's 
own work. 
Pope Julius II commissioned the artist a giant work: a monument with more than 40 
sculptures that was supposed to be erected inside St. Peter's. The initial project, however, 
derailed, due to Michelangelo's mismanagement of money and to the arrival of new 
commissions - including the frescoes for the Sistine Chapel - that distracted the Master 
from the request received from the now deceased Pope. This troubled process makes the 
Mausoleum a work studded with quarrels, public battles and accusations  against 
Michelangelo, who was publicly denigrated as a usurer.  



 

 

 
The documentary traces the entire affair, finally focusing on the virtual reconstruction of the 
Mausoleum in its original and later forms and, through the witnesses of several 
interviewees - all leading experts on Michelangelo's Art - helps us to define the different 
stages of its realization.  
 
"Michelangelo Saint or Sinner" is a hymn to the revolutionary abilities of the greatest 
Master of all time. Taking the audience to some of the most evocative locations in the 
world - St. Peter's, the Sistine Chapel, the Medici Chapels, the Accademia Gallery - the 
documentary brings out how, behind the immense genius, there is always the man, with 
his frailties and insecurities. 
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