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SYNOPSIS

Domingos and Neusia are a young couple from a
small city in Mozambique. She goes to school, he has
an underpaid job at'a car wash.

Yearning for a better life, Domingos sets on a
journey through Mozambique, heading to the gold
mines in the north of the country. In the meantime,

Neusia waits at home.




DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

O OURO E O MUNDO is my second feature film,
shot in Mozambique between 2021 and 2022.

[ live between Portugal and Mozambique since 2010,
having shot there the short films LIBHAKETI (2012),

NYO VWETA NAFTA (2015) and DOMY +AILUCHA:

RET STUFT! (2022), and the documentary BALANE 3,
which is in post-production. All of them were shot

in the small city of Inhambane, where we find the
characters of Domingos and Neusia in the beginning

of the present film.

GOLD SONGS tells a story somewhat common in
the panorama of Mozambique for almost one century;,
when tar roads were built and started to link the
country together. Due to the lack of opportunities in
several parts of the country, it became a very normal
thing that men in their early twenties left their homes
from a few months to several years to work whether
abroad or in big undertakings across the country, while
women stayed at home with the children, raising their
tamilies alone.

Nowadays this still happens and every time I come
back to Inhambane, there are always a few friends that
are away, working in factories in Johannesburg, in big
plantations in the south, in the gold mines in the north
or in all kinds of jobs in the capital Maputo. I wrote a
story based on that and then, inevitably, reality emerged
from the fiction.

The shooting was supposed to happen in 2020, but
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we had to postpone
it for one year. Then, when we were about to start
our considerably conventional shooting I got infected
myself by the time of the first wave of the disease in
the country, resulting in an immense curfew that made
us postpone it again. By that time, I realised the only
way to shoot this film in 2021 was i’ we had a small
crew and minimal equipment. So everybody went home
except for my most intimate collaborators. With only
5 people and a mini-DV camera (the one we happen to
had) we started to shoot our characters furtively and,
in the end, we found out that was the right way to do
this film.
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